82                  HENRY HOWARD: THE EARL or SURREY
King conferred upon him the Order of the Garter,16 the honor
held to be the greatest acknowledgment of merit that Henry
VIII could make.
The formal election of Surrey to be Knight of the Garter
took place on 23 April, i54i,17 at the annual St. George's Day
Chapter of the Garter. Immediately after he had been elected
the King called Surrey into his presence at Westminster.18
When Surrey presented himself,
His Majesty, not forgetting the great Fidelity of this young knight
towards him and Ms faithful discharge of his Duty, did for that
reasonj in a very engaging manner and in the way of a congratula-
tory oration, tell him that he was admitted by the Sovereign and
Knights Companions of the Garter into that most noble Society
in the expectation that his Virtue, which had already begun with
such Luster, would increase from that time, and his Nobility would
shine more and more in him every day.
Holding out the Garter to Surrey, the King continued:
Sir, the most friendly Companions of this Order, denominated from
the Garter, have now admitted you their Friend, Brother, and
Companion in faithful Testimony of which they impart and give
you the Garter, which God grant that you deservingly receiving
seems to have overlooked conclusive evidence that Surrey did take an official part
in the funeral ceremonies for Jane Seymour, he correctly points out that Nott (p.
xliii) hasmisinterpreted this manuscript. On the chronological list the Earl of Surrey's
name follows that of Sir Martin Bowes, who was not knighted until March, 1541.
16 The Order of the Garter had been founded by Edward HI in the first half of
the fourteenth century as a royal college, or society, of knighthood. The college
consisted of twenty-five Knights Companions and a Sovereign, who was the King
of England. The seat of this college was the chapel of Windsor Castle, where in the
choir were erected twenty-six elaborate stalls, thirteen on each side. Upon each
stall was afiixed a shield bearing the arms of the possessor, and over the stall were
hung his banner, sword, and helmet. When a stall fell vacant by the death of the
possessor, at the next Chapter of the Garter each Knight Companion was instructed
to nominate nine candidates whom he deemed eligible to become Knight of the
Garter. The lists of nominations were then submitted to the Sovereign, who often
gave little or no heed to the nominations in naming the Order's unanimous election
of the new member to fill the vacant stall.
17 Garter, U, 421-423.
18 Having no specific record of the presentation of the Garter to Surrey, I have
drawn the following quotations from Garter as illustrative of the customary manner
of such presentations.